
Inspection of Barrowford Preschool 
Nursery
Wilton Street, Barrowford, Nelson, Lancs BB9 8PU

Inspection date: 29 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The nursery is an exceptionally inclusive and highly stimulating environment for all 
children. Both the indoor and outdoor areas are excellent and are carefully 
designed to promote learning in every area. Extremely knowledgeable and 
experienced staff have high expectations for every child throughout the nursery 
and work tirelessly to ensure that all children can reach their best possible 
outcomes. They skilfully adapt activities so all children can join in. For example, 
during a sensory activity focusing on touch, staff place items in sealed covers to 
enable children with allergies to join in. The staff utilise all features of the local 
surrounding area. They provide exciting and enriching activities which children may 
not have the opportunity to do elsewhere. For example, children regularly access 
forest school and go fishing in the summer. Children are exceptionally happy and 
secure in the setting. They excitedly talk about what they are doing. For example, 
children happily show the number of magnets they have counted. They behave 
exceptionally well and show positive attitudes to learning as they eagerly join in 
activities. Mathematics and literacy are deeply embedded in both practice and the 
environment. For example, books are accessible in every area of the setting, 
allowing children to include and incorporate these into their play. Skilful staff 
automatically embed mathematical language into the daily routine.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff throughout the nursery carefully plan and provide an exciting curriculum 
specifically focused on the individual needs of children. They expertly observe 
children and meticulously plan exciting and engaging activities which promote all 
areas of learning. Staff then gradually and expertly build on these experiences to 
promote further learning. For example, staff relate a water activity to a past visit 
to the park where they looked at a water gauge. Staff encourage children to 
recall what the gauge was used for and compare it to the equipment in the 
activity. High-level learning is promoted throughout. Staff ensure that they 
provide valuable experiences that enrich children's experiences and promote 
skills required for further learning. 

n All children are exceptionally happy and settled in the nursery. They confidently 
access activities independently and are extremely eager to join in activities 
provided. For example, children happily participate in singing sessions and learn 
songs in different languages. They are extremely respectful and show care 
towards each other. For example, children comfort each other when they are 
upset. Children benefit from a well-designed outdoor area and many 
opportunities to practise taking safe risks. They try their best when faced with 
challenges. For example, children continue to try and try again to climb and walk 
along wooden beams.

n Staff are excellent role models and provide a wide variety of invaluable 
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experiences that promote an understanding of caring for others and valuing 
differences. For example, children regularly visit a local care home to spend time 
with the residents and they come into the setting to bake with children. Staff 
have a deep understanding of emotional intelligence and automatically promote 
this in their practice. For example, they discuss with children how their actions 
may impact on someone's feelings. 

n The highly experienced and effective managers are dedicated to ensuring that all 
staff feel valued. They provide outstanding support to enable staff to provide the 
best possible care for all children in the setting. Sharply focused professional 
development opportunities are provided to all staff members. This has a positive 
impact on practice as staff strive to improve the service they provide. Parents' 
views are highly valued and staff use their feedback proactively when reflecting 
on practice and making improvements. All staff have high expectations for 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and ensure that 
procedures are put into place so they reach their best possible outcomes.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is highly effective. The knowledgeable staff receive high-level training 
in safeguarding and child protection, which is regularly updated. As a result, they 
have a secure knowledge of signs and symptoms of abuse and the procedure to 
follow if they have a concern about a child. Staff are highly aware of indicators of 
when children and families maybe in need, and act quickly to ensure they receive 
the support they require. Always ensuring the safety of children is paramount. 
There is a robust induction procedure in place for new members of staff, and the 
suitability of staff is regularly monitored during supervision.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 309230

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10109616

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 118

Name of registered person Barrowford Preschool Nursery LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523979

Telephone number 01282 698057

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2014

Information about this early years setting

Barrowford Preschool Nursery registered in 1984. It employs 30 staff members, 
including two managers and two deputy managers. All staff are qualified to a 
minimum of level 3. Members of the management team hold early years 
professional status and a childcare qualification at level 5. The nursery is open on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 7.45am to 5.30pm, and on 
Thursday from 7.45am to 5pm. It offers both term-time and full-time places. The 
nursery is in receipt of funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vicky Armstrong
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Inspection activities

n The deputy managers showed the inspector around the setting on a learning 
walk.

n The inspector considered the views of parents.
n The inspector carried out direct observations and held discussions with children 

and key members of staff.
n The inspector and the deputy manager carried out a joint observation and 

shared feedback.
n The inspector viewed relevant documents and checked the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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